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about bushtekniq and this project

Bushtekniq is a local bush regeneration initiative, inspiring conscious, connected
earth care in the community and across networks. We love working holistically to tip
the balance toward greater biodiversity. We love sharing our learnings, so that the
joys - and responsibilities - of bushcare can be experienced by all!

Since 2022 bushteknig has been part of a conservation project to improve trajectories
for Collared Delma in South East Queensland. With funding from the Australian
Government’s ‘Saving Native Species Program’ a partnership has formed with groups
from Pullen Pullen Catchments, Kholo Creek Catchment and Lockyer Uplands
Catchments, along with other community stakeholders.

The ‘Delma Adventure’ story was germinated by the collective imagination of our
bushtekniqg crew, while working and weeding in Delma habitat. It has evolved to
become this ‘zany zine’, creatively designed and illustrated by Cath Appleton. With the
generous support of Friends of Anstead Bushland, Delma has now ventured onto the
bush stage as an interactive, collaborative community show. Gratitude to all who have
played a part in caring for this special little reptile: the Collared Delma!

We acknowledge Traditional Custodians across this Country, who have lived in
reciprocity, respect and balance with biodiversity: caring for kin and Country.
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Collared Delma

Delma torquatais a unique and vulnerable legless - or
flap-footed - lizard. Delma has a beautiful golden collar
and EYELIDS. Being related to geckos, Delma has a thick
tongue and squeaks! Delma eats insects and is diurnal in
nature. Of the twenty-two Delma cousins (all endemic to
Australia) D.torquatais the smallest - about the size of a
pencil and weighing just two grams. Their range is limited
to tiny pockets in Western Queensland, and Western
regions of Brisbane.

Rock

Rock is fundamental to Delmas’ survival, offering
protection from predators, weather and fire. Delma
prefers rocky outcrops or hillocks with sunset-facing
views: exposed quartzite ridges (Mt Crosby and Moggill)
and exposed basalt rocks (Anstead and Pinjarra Hills).
Mumma Delma will lay TWO eggs under her favourite
rock. We can look after Delmas’ homes by leaving rocks
where they are - not lifting or shifting them around.




family and bush friends of Delma

Excitable Delma

Growing to the length of a ruler and olive-grey-brown in
colour, Delma tincta can be mistaken for juvenile brown
snakes - though with their excitable, flailing behaviour
(when disturbed), an important distinction can be made:
snakes can’t jump! They have black markings across head
and neck. D.tincta can be found throughout Australia.

Hunter Valley Delma

Only recently discovered, Delma vescolineatais endemic
to a region of NSW known for massive-scale coal mining.
This little legless lizard has been crucial in the campaign
to halt expansion of this ecologically destructive industry.

Spider

Deinopis subrufa or Net-casting Spider is unigue, innovative
and clever with excellent eyesight. You might find Spider
among groundcovers and leaf-litter, hunting for their next
meal. They weave a tiny net no bigger than a postage
stamp, then unfurl it like a cast net, trapping insect prey.
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Bird

Malurus lamberti or Variegated Fairy-wren are sweet,
intelligent and sociable characters, residing in the
understorey in family clans. They perform complex
distraction behaviour with churring alarm-calls to keep
predators away from their nests and young.

Butterfly

Psychonotis caelius or Small Green Banded Blue is a little,
iridescent and magical being, flitting among leaves of its
Soap Tree habitat. In various local languages, the word for
butterfly roughly translates to ‘dancing colour and light'.




happy healthy habitat of Delma

Yellow ‘Billy’ Buttons

Chrysocephalum apiculatum translates to ‘gold head’ and
this dainty vibrant GROUNDCOVER sprawls over rocks,
slopes and well-draining soils. With high variability in form
they can be found in every state, blooming as brightly as
the hot full sun they love to grow in.

Kangaroo Grass

Themeda triandrais a tough PERENNIAL local grass
growing in sunny open country, just the way Delma likes
it too! Delma uses a variety of grassy understorey species
to travel and hunt amongst, like Themeda, Capillipedium
spicigerum and Cymbopogon refractus.

Lomandra

Lomandraspecies are diverse, hardy and beautiful, with
strong, strappy leaves and deep ROOTS that hold the
land well. This diverse genus of mat-rushes provide good
shelter for Delma, their bush friends - and their insect
dinners.

Soap Tree

Alphitonia excelsa, Red Ash or ‘Jara’ in local language of
Girramay (NQ), Soap Tree is pretty with a pale mottled
trunk and leaves with silvery-grey undersides. Holding
great cultural, MEDICINAL, and habitat value in tough dry
conditions, this tree is visited by birds, insects and other
beings, eg. us humans, who can crush wet leaves to make
a soapy lather.

Gum Tree & Wattle Tree

These tough trees are invariably found in Delma country,
attracting insect-life and providing SHADE, structure

and imperative leaf-litter for Delma and many of her
friends to safely travel and hunt amongst. Species include
Brisbane Wattle, Hickory Wattle, Black Wattle, Ironbark,
Tallowwood, Moreton Bay Ash and Qld Blue Gum.




fFearsome foe of our Delma friends

Creeping Lantana

Lantana montevidensis, Ground Lantana or Creeping Lantana grows
quickly, thickly and pungently. They smother open bushland and with
woody stems can survive drought conditions. Their bright purple
flower clusters indicate ACTION! WEED NOW: carefully dig up the
whole plant before the black spherical fruit matures.

Signal Grass

Urochloa decumbens and several other invasive grasses have a dense
and decumbent (spreading horizontally but then growing upwards)
habit, making travel very cumbersome for Delma. Their HIGH
BIOMASS smothers habitat and increases fuel load and fire intensity -
not a good scene for delicate Delma.

Cat

Its hard to believe, but the Australian cat population kills TWO
BILLION animals annually - this includes 1.78 million reptiles every
day! Feral cats are only part of the problem: Australia’s PET CATS Kkill
up to 390 million animals every year. For wildlife protection pet cats
must be contained day and night.

Chook

Excellent hunters of insects, worms and worm-like creatures make
chickens not very friendly for Delma. In 2023 bushteknishns chased
off some chooks who had roamed onto a Delma habitat restoration
site! If YOU keep backyard fowl, manage their free-range habits and
learn about your local ecology.

Habitat destruction

Things are looking grim for Delma and many other threatened
species, with Queensland being one of the worst places in the

world for habitat destruction. Weak environment laws mean that
thousands of threatened species are becoming extinct, as each

year hundreds of thousands of hectares of bushland are destroyed
for farming, mining and urbanisation. We are in the midst of an
EXTINCTION CRISIS! We must learn to live on this earth with greater
ecological awareness and with stronger voices on behalf of the many
other beings who call this place home too! So...

what will you do to help Delma survive and p
thrive in the bush? “

There are many actions you can take to care for Delma and Delma habitat..
thankyou for learning, TAKING ACTION and sharing this awareness with others!



